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THE RESTORATION OF THE JEWS CONTEMPLATED 
AND URGED. 





For if the casting away of them be the reconciling of the world, what shall the receiving of 
them be, but life from the dead?—Aom. xi. 15. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE AMERICAN SOCIETY. 


Ata meeting of the Board, October 13, 1825, the Agent, in con- 
formity with powers vested in him by the 10th article of the By-Laws, 
called the attention of the Board of Managers of A. S. M. C. J. to 
the following measures, viz :— 

1. To give up the lease of the farm at Harrison before the expiration 
ef the current year. 

2. To give Col. Day due notice that the Board will have no need 
of his services after the first of May next. 

3. To allow the Committee of Ways and Means no further powers 
to expend money in stocking the farm at Harrison, and to be at no 
other expense than is incident to the support of the family. 

4. To retain Murray-Hill, provided it can be obtained at a cheaper 
rate, as the residence of the Rev. Mr. Frey and family, Mr. Jacobi and 
family, and such other Jewish converts as may be received under the 
care of the Board. 

5. Fo connect with the agency to Europe a Mission to the Jews, in 
order to obtain such information as may lead the Board, in their future 
operations, either to the purchase of an extended settlement, or the ap- 
el of their funds to the sending of Missionaries to the Jews. 

The first four of the foregoing items were referred to a special com- 
mittee, and the last was referred to the committee on the Foreign 
Agency ; who, by a resolution of the Board at their regular meeting 
in pm are directed to report at the regular meeting in this 
month. 

In consequence of a report from the special committee, to whom 
the first four items were referred, the Board at the regular meeting in 
December last, “ Resolved, 

1. That the lease of the farm at Harrison be given up, according to 
a provision in the said lease, allowing the Board to relinquish it, at 
the expiration of one year; and that Daniel Boardman, Esq. be au- 
thorised to communicate this decision to Mr. Ferris. 

2. Resolved, That the Recording Secretary informCol. Day, in writ- 
ing, that the Board have given up the lease of the farm, and therefore, 
that they will not need his services any longer than the year for which 
he is engaged.” 

Thus our Auxiliaries are informed that the Farm at Harrison is 
given up. 
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This may by some be viewed as a retrograde measure in the march 
ef our benevolent institution; but is, in fact and design, a step in ad- 
vance towards the accomplishment of its declared objects. ‘The farm at 
Harrison was found too expensive, and the accommodations the 
buildings thereon afforded were too limited for our operations on an 
extended seale. It was therefore given up with a view to economise 
our funds until it shall be found necessary and expedient to procure a 
larger site for the settlement. In the meantime, it is intended that 
some cheaper place will be obtained for the accommodation of the Jews 
who are now inthis country, and under the care of the Board. 

It is due to the character of Col. Day, to state, in this connection, 
that he possesses the entire eonfidence of the Board, as a gentleman 
and Christian ; that they have found no fault with his management 
of the concerns of the farm ; and that they part with him because it is 
deemed inexpedient to retain the farm. 

When the Board shall have taken any measures in respect to the 
Foreign Agency, and a Mission to the Jews, in connection with an- 
other location for the settlement, information thereof shall be promptly 
communicated to our Auxiliaries. 


ACCOUNT OF THE CONVERSION OF TWO JEWISH RABBIES. 
(Continued from page 64, Volume 111.) 


In resuming the narrative of the conversion of Rabbi Benja- 
min, it may be not unprofitable to recall the reader’s attention 
to the interesting discussion which closed the former part of the 
history. The important question with the Rabbi, and that 
which caused him the greatest anxiety was, how he might ap- 
proach God. He deeply felt his need of forgiveness, but was 
at a loss to conjecture, through what medium pardon could be 
obtained. He had given up his first idea, that the sacrifices 
which God had appointed to be offered up by his forefathers 
were of themselves a real or sufficient atonement for sin, as the 
Almighty himself had declared otherwise in the fiftieth psalm, 
and in other passages of the Old Testament. But upon his se- 
cond supposition, that these sacrifices were to be regarded as 
pledges of the divine forgiveness, he was at a loss to account 
for their discontinuance. If these tokens of the Almighty’s for- 

iveness were so essential to the peace of his forefathers, doubt- 
cs (thought he) they must be equally necessary for the peace 
and comfort of the present generation : the present situation of 
the Jewish people therefore, in relation to sacrifices, was inex- 
plicable to him. His instructer had drawn the conclusion, that 
a third supposition remained ; namely, that the sacrifices were 
typical, and that they had respect to some great and sufficient 
sacrifice, by virtue of which sin was to be forgiven. 

In an abiding sense of his own unrighteousness, the mind of 
Benjamin, however, still seemed to ask the question, ‘‘ Where- 
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with shall [ come before the Lord?” He felt his need of pardon 
for his many transgressions, and he also felt his want of a righ- 
teousness better than his own, that he might approach Cod with 
acceptance. At one time he seemed to desire a mitigated law, 
under which he might be accepted of God on the ground of his 
imperfect obedience. But he was told, that the divine character 
could not thus be compromised to suit the notions of a sinful 
creature. He was reminded that man was created in the i image 
of God, who re quired a perfect obedience—that Adam had sin- 
ned and lost his i image, and, that God had in his mercy appoint- 
ed another way by which His law might be fulfilled, and the 
divine justice for the breach of it might be satisfied—that hav- 
ing lust the i image of holiness, he must not presume to draw 
nigh unto God, “in the filthy rags of his own righteousness.” 
He was reminded, that, according to the scriptures, the very 
heavens are not clean i in the sight of God; how much less, then, 
is man, who “ drinketh down iniquity like water.” His instruc- 
ter had further told him that, renouncing his own righteousness, 
he himself had learnt to bow the knee and say, “In the Lord 
Jesus Christ have I righteousness and strength.” The heart of 
the Rabbi became affected: he wept, and he went away over- 
powered, and absorbed in thought. ‘The good impression thus 
made, did not, however, leave him, and he also, like his instruc- 
ter, was at length led to submit himself to Him to whom every 
knee must bow, and every tongue shall confess. 

But we must pursue the narrative before us. 

In a subsequent conversation (says our venerable author) Rab- 
bi Beujamin inquired of me, whether a man’s painful sufferings, 
when he was tried in the furnace of affliction, were not an atone- 
ment for sin? I showed him that this was impossible, and that 
tears and lamentations continued for months, and even the hor- 
rors of death itself, were all insufficient to take away the load 
of guilt which increases continually through life. But, replied 
he, “ Will not purgatory in the next world be the means of 
cleansing a man from his pollution in this?” t answered that 
the existence of a purgatory could in no wise be proved from 
scripture, but that even if he thought it could, | should still be 
able to point out to him another and a far more effectual reme- 
dy, by means of which a man here on earth could attain so hap- 
py a state, that at his last hour he might lay down his head in 
peace. “‘ How is it possible,”’ exclaimed the Rabbi, “ for a man 
to be reconciled to God, if purgatory will not suffice to restore 
him to his favour?” “ He must be reconciled, (was my answer) 
unhappy son of Abraham, who art still ignorant of this—he 
must be reconciled by that King whose kingdom is not of this 
world; by the Son of David, the Just One, who justifies many ; 
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by the mighty God manifest in the flesh ; by that Shiloh, who 


is the desire of the nations; by Him who is the conqueror, and 
by whose stripes we are healed; by the King Messiah, who 
makes an end of sin, makes reconciliation for iniquity, and 
brings in everlasting righteousness; who is the Judge and the 
Ruler of I-rael, the true and only Shepherd, and who is the 
Angel of the covenant that cometh suddenly to his temple. 
Since he made his appearance upon earth, Israel has wanted no 
evhod, no sacrifice, no altar, no high priest; all the types have 
been fulfilled in Him, their great antitype ; and a'l the shadows 
have been realized in Him who is the real substance of them. 
Whatever, things are necessary for salvation have been made up 
to us in Jesus Christ, who is the Lord Our Righteousness.” I 
added much more to the same effect; it seemed to touch his 
heart, and he became more and more softened, so that it appear- 
ed manifest that the Holy Spirit was effectually exerting his di- 
vine influence in removing the veil which had hitherto obscur- 
ed the spiritual vision of this son of Abraham. At length, 
starting up from his seat, he exclaimed, “ No: I no longer find 
rest for my soul in Judaism.” 

The human heart, however, resists to the last moment ere it 
will surrender itself entirely to the Lord; and thus when we 
met again | found that a host of new doubts had assailed him. 
He doubted whether Jesus were indced the Person who had 
been promised to Israel as their King, their Priest, and their 
Prophet. I succeeded, however, in removing his difficulties. 
On this occasion, for the first time, he displayed a considerable 
knowledge of the “ New Testament,” but still he said nothing 
of his having formerly embraced Christianity. His doubts re- 
ferred chiéfly to the mystery of our Lord’s humiliation, and the 
human nature which he assumed; these were to him great 
stumbling-)locks. On my purt, | endeavoured to show him 
that his doubts and his unbelief concerning our Lord’s humilia- 
tion, originated in the secret pride of his own heart. He seem- 
ed at length himselfto be aware, that this was the true cause of 
his reluctance to believe ; and the Spirit of God appeared to 
convince him that the greater part of his objections emanated 
from this corrupt source; for he suddenly, without uttering an- 
other word, put into his pocket a paper, on which he had written 
down all his other objections, and went away. After this, when 
{ saw him, he was more composed, and appeared more serious. 
But he caused me fresh anxiety, by informing me one day, that 
he was determined to go in search of his friend, to whom he 
had given a solemn promise, that if he ever found out the truth 
he would hasten to communicate it to him. He said he was sa- 
tisfied he had now found the truth, and therefore he felt bound 
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to go after his friend and fulfil the promise he had made him. 

Though | could not but rejoice at the Rabbi's declaration, that 
he was satisfied he had found the truth, yet 1 could not help 
suspecting that he was making a pretence for leaving the town, 

that he might escape the voice of conviction; and therefore I 
spoke earnestl, to his conscience that he should not attempt to 
withdraw himself from the operations of the Spirit of God, who 
from motives of love was now drawing him to his Saviour ; and 
I remarked,that if he thus withdrew himself from the teaching 
of the Spirit of God, he might be visited in wrath and not in 
mercy; and that if he indved felt the arrows in his soul, it were 
vain to think of escaping from them by deserting his present 
situation. And as for his friend, 1 added, “The Lord is as 
near to h'm, as he is to you.”” But my remonstrances were in- 
effectual to prevail upon him to give up his design. He assured 
me that his determination arose purely from a most sincere con- 
viction, that he ought not to break his engagement with his 
friend, and from a strong desire to lead him to a rest for his soul. 

He set out upon his journey, and my earnest prayers for his 
safety and preservation went with him. ‘To my inexpressible 
joy I received a letter from him a week afterwards, in which 
he assured me, that he prayed to the Messiah; and in about 
a month’s time he returned to me, and told me that he had not 
been able to meet with his friend Moses, but he said that 
his conscience was relieved, as he had fulfilled the engagement 
he had made. He then requested me to instruct him regularly 
in the doctrines of the Christian religion; to which I readily 
acceded. 

His greatest difficulties now arose from his misconception of 
the doctrine of free grace, which seemed to him to lead to licen- 
tiousness of life ; but I told him plainly at the very outset, that 
the doctrine of the Protestant Church might be much more easi- 
ly defended than the fives of many of her members, and I point- 
ed out to him the severe judgments which awaited those, who 
turn this precious jewel of the Church to their own destruction. 
And now I had a lively hope that the Lord |iad brought unto 
himself a new disciple from amongst his own peculiar people ; 
and | exhorted my young friend not to delay his public profes- 
sion of Christianity, which he promised. But as it often pleases 
the Lord to deprive us apparently of our hope ere he grants 
the blessing we desire, so it happened in this instance. 

When Benjamin left me to seek his friend, it had become a 
doubt with me whether the Lord would assign unto me the 
honour of leading this lost one of the house of Israel unto the 
truth; but now I seemed so nearly to have accomplished the 
object, that | had already offered up my thanksgiving to the 
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Lord for his gracious blessing upon my labours. At this junc- 
ture Benjamin came to me and informed me, that a new Rabbi 
had arrived from Dettingen, adding, that he wished I would go 
to the synagogue on the day on which he performed service, 
and hold a disputation with him on Judaism. And he said he 
wished to await the result of this discussion ere he became a 
member of the Christian Church. 1 was much alarmed at this 
new delay. It seemed to me a thing of his own invention, and 
as if he wanted to make his conviction of the truth dependant 
upon my skill in a dispute. And I was quite aware how easily 
points might arise in the course of such a discussion, which 
might occasion new doubts and perplexities in the mind of such 
a novice.. But Benjamin was not to be turned aside from this 
favourite project. [| was compelled to submit, and under the 
full impression that it was the appointment of Providence, | im- 
plored the strength of Him whose strength is made perfect in 
weakness, that he would be near me, and grant me his assistance 
whilst I was fighting his battle. And, indeed, humanly speak- 
ing, | was not without alarm, when I learned that the Jews 
were every where spreading the report, that I was going to at- 
tend their synagogue to dispute the Rabbi from Dettingen ; and 
that the Rabbi had already boasted that he would silence me, 
and had prepared the Jews to expect a triumph over Chris- 
tianity. 

The 25th day of February, 1758, was the day fixed for the 
important trial; when my conviction and experience were to be 
made the means of correcting the errors of this wandering son 
of Israel. In tears, before the Lord, | humbly and fervently 
implored him not to suffer his own holy name, and the name of 
his son Jesus, to come into contempt through my failure. How 
differently does the Christian warrior, divested of all confidence 
in his own strength, enter upon the spiritual fight, from that 
man who is left to depend solely on his own skill! The Chris- 
tian soldier prepares for the battle by prostrating himself in 
humility before his Lord, and he resigns even the wish to con- 
quer, should this be contrary to his Master’s will. If he prays 
for victory, it is because it is the cause of God, and not his own. 
In this frame of mind I went to attend the meeting, and | had 
scarcely entered the synagogue, when a large company ot Chris- 
tians came in to witness the spectacle. [ sat quietly down with- 
out interrupting the Rabbi, who was engaged in reading the 
Scripture appointed for that day’s service. | had, in the mean- 
time, some conversation with a very aged Jew concerning pur- 
gatory, during which, I observed Rabbi Benjamin with the veil 
on his head, (which the Jews wear when the law is read,) ap- 
parently much agitated, and praying by himself, with his face 


. 


Israel’s Advocate. 9 


turned to the wall. The old Jew with whom I conversed, uttered 
the must absurd opinions on the nature of repeutance; and I 
expressed to bia the concern I felt on his account, that being 
so near his end, he should entertain such erroneous potions 
upon a matter of such infinite importance to him. My words 
seemed to make an impression, for he became so uneasy that 
he called to Benjamin to assist him. But Benjamin answ ered 
that | must first address myself to bim before he could join in 
the argument. The old Jew then lefi the synagogue hastily, 
and | was «/terwards informed that during the whole night he 
could not sleep {rom agitation. 

Having again conversed for a short time with another Rabbi, 
I ascended the piace from which the Thorah is read, that I 
might «ater upou the proposed discussion with the Rabbi of 
Dettingen. But he could do nothing more than evade my ar- 

ents ; and then Rabbi benjamin joined with him in the de- 
bate, and the discussion b:» came animated. When we turned 
to the sixth verse of the uinth chapter of Isaiah, Unto us a 
Child is born, unto us a Son is given,” &c. how can these words, 
asked my opponents, be applied to Jesus? How can Jesus be 
called the Mighty God, when he was crucified with the utmost 
ignominy ? How can Jesus be called the Everlasting Father, 
when he was cut off and was hanged on a tree in the spring of 
life? I then took up the argument and said, ** Hearkew now 
to me Consider ali the names separately which are given to 
that Child—Wonderful! Counsellor! the Mighty God! the 
Everlasting Father! the Prince of Peace !—try then to apply 
them to any one of your kings; to Ahaz, or to Hezekiah, or 
any other. Ask yourselves whether the sacred penman could 
have given such utles to any one of these? Consider whether 
they could even be applicable to David. or to Moses, or any of 
the prophets, who stood so much higher than Ahaz or Hezekiah? 
Consider again these glorious titles, and ask yourselves whether 
they are not far more applicable to the Messiah than to any 
mere human person whatever’ Is it not the Messiah who is 
ihe promised seed of the woman to bruise the serpent’s head ? 
the Shiloh to whom all the nations will gather’ the Son of the 
Almi:hty God, whom we must kiss, lest he be angry ? the King 
of Glory, and the Angel of the Covenant, who cometh to his 
temple? Now those glorious titles which are given by Isaiah 
to the Child, are they not due to the Messiah, whom we Chris- 
tians acknowledge io have come °” Rabbi Selig replied, “ How 
so? Would not the Jews. the holy uation from whom the Mes- 
siah was to proceed, would not they have known him, if he had 
actually appeared among them!’”’ Upon this all was silence, 
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and the most earnest attention prevailed throughout the syna- 
gogue, as they waited my reply. [| told them that the Jews 
did not believe, and would not believe, and therefore that they 
did not k.ow Him. Rabbi Selig answered, “ Are not the Jews 
called a wise and understanding people; (Deut iv 63) why 
should they have ceased to be wise?’ * No; (replies 15) they 
are without wisdom and understanding; and Pia foretold 
their unbe ief when he said, ‘ \ ho bath believed our report,’ ”’ 
&e. Rabbi Selig observed, “i4as not the Almighty made 
known his ways to the Jew, as it is written, Ps. ciil. 7, ‘He 
made known his ways to Moses.’ Xe.? are they then, contrary 
to this Scriptury, to be considered as an erring, uubelieving 
people? Dvwes not the prophet Isaiah, ia the same chapter to 
which you have referred. speak of Israel as God’s servant? 
The Jews, it is true, are now a despised ani rejected people, 
full of *serrows, and ac quainted with grief.’ but, at the time ap- 
inted they will be exalted. They now bear patiently the pain 
inflicted upon them for the saxe of the only true God; bat when 
the time of their tribulation shall be :ccomplished, their ene- 
mies will say, ‘All we like sheep have gone astray, but with 
their sufferings and stripes we are healed.” Now was come the 
time for me to preach to Israel from that prophecy which so 
clearly speaks of the person and sufferings of the Messiah. If 
took the words of the prophet for my text; and as the whole 
congregation waited in silent suspense, | read slowly every verse 
im the 93d chapter of Isaiah and explained its meaning as I 
went on. Having finished, | turned t, the Jews, and ~poke 
thus, “Cau you really think that the Lamb here spoken of as 
dumb before its shea:ers, not opening its mouth, that he «ho is 
here declared as willingly bearing the sins of his enemies; that 
this can be a type of you Jews ?—Of you, who in your syna- 
gogues revile and curse the Gentiles? No: we have never seen 
the Jew, in a spirit of meekness and humility, taking upon him- 
self the transgressions of the world? It is not you who pour 
out your soul unto death, and therefore shall see of the travail 
of your soul and be satisfied. [tis not you whom the prophet 
speaks of, and this your own consciences must bear you witness 
at this very hour. ut I know of One who did not love his 
life unto the death ; who, when he was reviled, reviled not again ; 
who was like a sheep dumb before his shearers ; and who suf- 
fered himself to be led as a lamb to the slaughter. | know of 
One who was made a propitiation for the sins of his people, 
yea, for the whole world; and who when he poured out his 
soul unto death, offered up the prayer, ‘ Father, forgive them, 
for they know not what they do.’ He has also been exalted 
on high, because he gave his life a ransom for many; and who 
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shall declare bis generation? But now he justifies many; he 
sees of the travail of his soul, and is satisfied. ‘Uhis is Jesus of 
Nazareth, the Son of the ever blessed God! but the veil of 
Moses, of which your lesson for this day speaks, hangs over 
your eyes, and this veil prevents your beholding the Lamb of 
God—your Brother and your King—your High-priest—the 
Prophet raised up unto you from among your we brethren— 
your Redeemer, and your Advocate with God” A deep silence 
prevailed during this my testimony to the name of Jesus, in a 
place w here he was wont to be blasp hemed. (Cine looked at 
the other in amazement, and Rabbi Selig cane don me with des- 
pair. Suddenly, however, lie took the covering from his head, 
and placed it on the chair of the reader, and said in a Gem 
woleai * | then will put away the veil of Moses, for | am truly 
convinced in my heart, and bere with my tongue will | confess 
that Jesus of Nazareth is the King Messiah—the | amb of God, 
and my Redeeuver.” The feelings of holy awe and reverence 
with which | heard this extraordinary confession, are not to be 
described; but | felt with additional force, that Jesus is the 
Lord indeed ! Overpow ered by my feelings, | exclaimed, with 
a loud voice, “Yes! Yes! indeed, Jesus Christ is God! 197 The 
rest of the Jews stood speec hless, and like dead men, whilst 
the eyes of every Christian present glistened with tears of joy. 
Rabbi Selig shook with the violence of his agitation; he took 
off his hat, smote his breast, and exclaimed, with his eyes lifted 
up to heaven, “Jesus! Lord! Messiah! thou slaughtered 
Lamb! be merciful unto me a sinner; torgive me that | lve 
blasphemed thy name. Thou knowest m-, and the design of 
my heart. [| wiil no longer deny thee before men, lest thou 
shouldest deny me before thy heavenly Father!’ Wewere 
deeply affected at these words: on my own soul they praluced 
a most delightful impression, and a holy joy filled ny in- 
ner man. 

Benjamin now opened his tunic where the tassels wre sus- 
pended, and tore them, with these words: “ As a toke that I 
now believe in Jesus Christ, | this day throw away thy zezith, 
and to-1orrow | will keep holy that day on which Jess Christ 
rose from the dead.” He then grasped my hand, and sad * Dis- 
eiple of the Messiah, I entreat you as the pastor of ny soul, to 
take me now under vour protection, and to conduct my to Jesus 
Christ.” | replied in the Hebrew words of the Seriy-tre, “ Ho, 
every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters.” Bennmi in then 
left the chair of the ponder: and all the Christians preent offered 
up their praises to the Almighty for the great work behad done, 
whilst the Jews stood petrified, unable to utter even aword. On 
bidding adieu to his brethren, Benjamin addressed thim in these 
words: “* May God, by his Holy Spirit, enlighten fou all, to 
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know Jesus Christ as the Messiah ;” then taking my hand, he 
left the synagogue, as the discipie of that Saviour, whom, with 
his blind brethren, he had once mocked and scuffed at. Amongst 
the crowd who stood without, we met an aged Jewess, who had 
left the synagogue during the discussion ; she saluted us as we 
<p and Benjamin thus addressed her, “ May the God of 
srael enlighten you, that you also may know Jesus to be the 
Messiah.” 

The new follower of Jesus Christ had now become my spiritual 
son, and he became so on the very day twelvemonth that my son, 
according to the flesh, had entered into the assembly of the just 
made perfect. Several Christian friends met at my house, and 
we all united in prayer, that he might be endued with strength 
from above, to become a faithful disciple of Christ. As for 
myself, { was constrained to retire, to pour out my heart in 
secret before the Lord, and to bless his holy name for making 
his strength perfect in weakness. | then invited my new friend 
to unite with me in praise and thanksgiving for the mercy the 
Lord had shown him, and to pray for the out-pouring of the 
Holy Spirit upon him, to support him in his Christian life. As 
I proceeded in my prayer, be suddenly turned pale, and fainted ; 
supposing this to arise from the agitation of his mind, produced 
by the scene we had lately passed through, | offered him a cor- 
dial to cheer him. But trembling and sobbing, he took from his 
pocket a large packet, containing the proofs of his former bap- 
tism, and sinking down, he exclaimed, in a voice of despon- 
deney, “‘ May the Lord reward you for all the love and the 
kindness you have shown to a wretched Jew, who has already 
been baptized, and who afterwards turned Jew again.” I was 
astonished at what I heard, and could not refrain from saying, 
as | attempted to raise him from the ground, that surely he was 
a great sinner. He entreated me, with many tears, not to with- 
draw from him the love I had hitherto shown him, on account 
of thisgreat sin ; adding, that besides the depravity of his own 
heart, the want of proper instruction in Christianity—the un- 
holy lives of many members of the Christian Church—and even 
of some of tho:e very persons who had been his instructers in 
Christianity, had contributed much to his apostacy. | assured 
him if his repentance were sincere, that not only | could forgive 
him, but that-God also would pardon him; at which he became 
greatly ted; for he had much feared that he should lose the 
love and confilence of all true Christians, if they found that he 
had been ap apostate from the Christian faith. It was not con- 
sidered necessary to re-baptize him; but after due preparation, 
he was admitted to the holy sacrament, and the prayers of the 
congregation which then ascended vp to God for a blessing upon 
this new member added to his Church, received an answer from 
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ev high; for through the grace and mercy of his heavenly Father, 
this Christian child of Israel kept stedfasttotheend. A. Y. 


(To be Continued.) 


— +o 


The following extracts from a petition of several Israelites in Charleston, 5S. C. will be 
read with interest, as indicating a desire for something in religion more substantial 
than form. 


To the President and Members of the Adjunta of Kaal Kadosh Beth 
Elohim of Charleston, South- Carolina. 


GENTLEME .. 


The memorial of the undersigned, showeth unto your 
honourable body, that they have witnessed with deep regret 
the apathy and neglect which have been manifested towards our 
holy religion. As inheritors of the true faith, and always proud 
to be considered by the world as a portion of ‘‘ God’s chosen 
people,” they have been pained to perceive the gradual decay 
of that system of worship, which, for ages past, pecultarly dis- 
tinguished us from among the nations of the earth. Not un- 
mindful, however, of the various causes which regulate human 
conduct; and at the same time, unwilling to shield themselves 
from any censure to which their actions may justly entitle them, 
they have ingeniously investigated the reasons which may have 
led them from the Synagogue, and are now seriously impressed 
with the belief, that certain defects which are apparent in the 
present system of worship, are the sole causes of the evils com- 
plained of. 

In pointing out these defects, however, your memorialists seek 
no other end than the future welfare and respectability of the 
nation. As members of the gfeat family of Israel, they cannot 
consent to place before their children examples which are only 
calculated to darken the mind, and withhold from the rising gene- 
ration the more rational means of worshipping the true God. 

It is to this, therefore, your memorialists would, in the first 
place, invite the serious attention of your honourable body. 
By causing the Hasan, or reader, to repeat in English such 

art of the Hebrew prayers as may be deemed necessary, it is 
confidently believed that the congregation generally would be 
more forcibly impressed with the necessity of Divine Worship, 
and the moral obligations which they owe to themselves and 
their Creator; while such a course, would lead to more decency 
and decorum during the time they are engaged in the perform- 
ance of religious duties. It is not every one who has the means, 
and many have not the time, to acquire a knowledge of the 
Hebrew language, and consequently to become enlightened in 
the principles of Judaism; what then is the course pursued in 
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all religious societies for the purpose of disseminating the pecu- 
liar tenets of iheir faith among the poor and uninformed? The 
principles of their religion are expounded to them from the pulpit 
in language tha: they understand ; for in-tance, in the Catholic, 
the German and the French Protestant Churches : by this means 
the ignorant part of mankind attend thir places of worship 
with some profit to their morals, and even improvement to their 
minds; they return froin them with their hearts turned to piety, 
and with feelings elevated by their sacred character. In this 
consists the beauty of religion—when men are invoked by its 
divine spirit, to the practice of virtue and morality. 

These results, it is respectfully submitted, would be sufficient 
of themselves to induce the alterations requested. But your 
memorialists cannot fail to im»ress upon the minds of your 
honourable body, the singular advantages this practice would 
produce upon the habits an/ attention of the younger branches 
of the congregation; b- sides the necessity of good behaviour, 
which the sole:nnity .f the service should impose, they would 
become gradually better acquainted with the nature of our 
creed, the principal features which distinguish the Jew from 
every other religisus denomination, and the meaning, and the 
reason, of our various forms and ceremonies. Belivving, at the 
same time, that the above views of what is indispensable to the 
preservation of our faith, will meet with the approbation of every 
reflecting and liberal mind—they repeat, that they are actuated 
by no other motive, than to see our Synagogue in a better, a 
more wholesome, and a more respectable state of discipline; to 
see it elicit that regard from Jew and Gentile, which its great 
character deserves, and should always command ; and finally, 
not to destroy long standing institutions, but to accommodate 
then to the progress of time, and change of situation and cir- 
cumstances. 

With regard to such parts of the service as it is desired should 
undergo this change. your memorialists would strenuously re- 
commend that the most solemn portions be retained, and every 
thing superfluous excluded ; and that the principal parts, and if 

ossible all that is read in Hebrew, should also be read in English, 
that being the language of the country,) so as to enable every 
member of the congregati n fully to understand each part of the 
service. In submitting this-article of our memorial to the con- 
sideration of your hunourable body, your mem» rialists are well 
aware of the difficulties with which they must contend, before 
they will be e.abled to accomplish this desirable end ; but while 
they would respectfully invite the attention of your honou: able 
body to this part of their memorial, they desire to rest the pro- 
riety and expediency of such a measure, solely upon the reason 
by which it may be maintained. Your memorialists would 
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further submit to your honourable body whether, in the history 
of the civilized world, there can be found a single parallel of a 
people, addressing the Crea’or in a language not understood by 
thai people? It is indeed surprising, that heretofore no inno- 
vation has even been attempted, although it is readily admitted 
your honourable body may boast of many very enlightened, 
liberal and intelligent members. 

According to the present mode of reading the Parasa, it affords 
to the hearer neither instruction nor entertainment, unless he be 
competent to read as well as comprehend the Hebrew language. 
But if, like all other ministers, our reader would make a chapter 
or verse the subject of an English discourse once a week, at the 
expiration of the year the people would, at all events, know some- 
thing of that religion which they at present so little regard. 

It is also worthy of observation, that a number of Israelites, 
whom it shwuld be the special care of your honourable body to 
bring back under your immediate protection and influence, are 
now wandering gradually from the true Gud, and daily losing 
those strong ties which bind every pious man to the faith of his 
father-! In these individuals, your honourable body have fair 
subjects for the holy woik of reformation; by moulding your 

resent form of worst:ip to suit their comprehensions, you will 
instantly receive them among you: they will collect together 
under your especial care and guardianship ; they will aid in the 
pecuniary resources of your holy institution; and if, from among 
the whole number now scattered about our city and state, either 
through irreligion, through disabilities imposed, or any other 
cause, you are enabled to make but one convert, it will add 
much to those laudable ends which it should be the principal 
desire of your honourable body to accomplish. It should also 
be remembered, that while other sects are extending the means 
of Divine Worship to the remotest quarters of the habitable 
globe—while they are making the most zealous efforts to bring 
together the scattered of their flock, offering the most flatteri 
inducements to all denominations—we, wh» may be termed the 
mere remnant of a great nation, are totally disregarding the 
fairest opporiunities of increasing our own numbers, and at the 
same time neglecting the brightest prospects of enlarging our 
resources, and effectually perpetuating our national character, 

Your memorialists trust, that they have been perfectly under- 
stood by the foregoing observations, that they entirely disclaim 
any idea of wishing to abolish such ceremonies as are consi- 
dered land-marks to distinguish the Jew from the Gentile ; they 
are wholly influenced by a warm zeal to preserve and perpetuate 
the principles of Judaism in their utmost purity and vigour, and 
to see the present and the future generations of Israelites enlight- 
ened on the subject of their holy religion, so as by understanding, 
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they may learn the nature of its Divine source, and appreciate its 
holy precepts; that they would not wish to shake the firmness of 
any man’s faith, or to take from his devotion towards it; that 
they will always fervently and zealously support it as the first 
and most ancient of religions. 

The alterations above submitted, being all your memorialists 
can in reason and moderation require, they would beg leave, 
in concluding, to bring to the notice of your honourable body, 
the reformation which has been recently adopted by our brethren 
in Holland, Germany and Prussia. ‘The following is an extract 
from a German paper entitled the “ Frankfort Journal.” 

“The functions relative to Divine Service, such as the rite of 
taking the Law out of the Ark, the promulgation of the Law, 
&c. shall no longer be sold by auction in the Synagogues. The 
Rabbis, and the Elders of the Synagogue, (the first in their dis- 
courses,) must endeavour to put an end to the custom of see- 
sawing during the prayers, and to that of repeating the prayers 
in too loud a voice ; all profane tunes during Divine Service 
are prohibited. The ceremony of striking the impious Haman 
at the festival of Purim, is most strictly prohibited. Children 
below the age of five years are not to be taken to the Synagogue. 
All uasuitable pleasantries, in which the young people some- 
times indulge in the Synagogues on the eve of some festivals, 
or on the festivals themselves, as well as the distribution of sweet- 
meats by the women to each in the Synagogues, are strictly for- 
bidden. Some of the religious ceremonies must be accompanied 
by a German discourse [that being the vernacular] on a "rote 
text, in which the meaning of these solemnities shall be ez- 
plained, and on the Sabbath a discourse shall be held mm German 
in every Synagogue after the reading of the prescribed passage 
of the Law, and a chapter of the Prophets.” 

Thus, from the above extract, it appears, that no climes, nor 
even tyranny itself, can for ever fetter or control the human mind; 
and that even amidst the intolerance of Europe, our brethren have 
anticipated the free citizens of America in the glorious work of 
reformation ; let us then hasten to the task with harmony and 
good fellowship. We wish not to overthrow, but to rebuild; we 
wish not to destroy, but to reform and revise the evils complained 
of; we wish not to abandon the institutions of Moses, but to un- 
derstand and observe them ; in fine, we wish to worship God, not 
as slaves of bigotry and priestcraft, but as the enlightened de- 
scendants of that chosen race, whose blessings have been scat- 
tered throughout the land of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 

And your memorialists will ever pray. 


(Signed by forty-seven Israelites of the City of Charleston.) 





